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Position: Director

Academic education including academic degrees

Ph.D., Physics, University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign, 2009,

Thesis Advisor: Taekjip Ha

Thesis titled: “Single Molecule Study of Weak and Transient Biological Interactions”
M.S., Physics, University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign, 2005

B.S., Physics, North Carolina Central University, 2004

Scientific graduation
Employment

Max Planck Institute of Immunobiology & Epigenetics
Director, 2021- Present

(By Courtesy) Faculty of biology, University of Freiburg
Professor 2023-Current

Department of Physics, California Institute of Technology (Caltech)
Full Professor of Physics, 2021

Department of Physics & Department of Biology, MIT
Associate Professor of Physics with Tenure, 2020-Present
Associate Professor of Physics, 2019-2020

Department of Physics, Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
Associate Professor of Physics, 2019-Present
Assistant Professor of Physics, MIT, 2014- 2019

HHMI Janelia Research Campus,
Research Specialist, Howard Hughes Medical Institute, 2013-2014

Departments of Physics, and Biology, Ecole Normale Superieure de Paris
Post-doctoral fellow, Ecole Normale Superieure, 2010-2012

Other activities, awards and honours

Honors:
MacArthur Fellow, 2021



Fellow, The American Physical Society (APS-Physics), elected in 2021

The Vileck Prize for Creative Promise in the Biomedical Sciences, 2020
Everett Moor Baker Award for Excellence in Undergrad Teaching, 2019
Next Einstein Fellow, African Institute of Mathematical Sciences, 2019
Science News (SN10), Scientists To Watch List, 2018

Young Fluorescence Investigator Award, Biophysical Society, 2017

PEW Biomedical Scholar, The PEW Charitable Trust, 2017

The Class of 1922 Chair Professorship, MIT, 2016

The James H. Ferry Jr. Fund for Innovation in Research, MIT, 2015

NIH Director’'s New Innovator Award, 2014

Scialog® Fellow (Funded) Research Corporation & Moore Foundation, 2014
Longterm Fellow, European Molecular Biology Organization, 2011

Fellow, Foundation Pierre Gilles de Gennes, 2010

Division of Laser Science research award, American Physical Society, 2008

LeRoy Apker Award Finalist, American Physical Society, 2004
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